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Absiract: The am of this papsr = to discuss reconstrucion of the “pela’ concept as a culttural
spproach to conlribale o multiceral education in the Moliccan conlexl. The paper is bascally to
syt Te guastions af 1] Hoe is 0 “pela concsid cregted by Molusssn st gl how does 4
canhbule o mulcullurgl Seciely n Molucces i he pasl?, Zp Wisal B i cencepl of muliculluigl
wicwty in Moluctas Il corsis! of iy ethiect e and reiglon fnowadays?, and 31 Does i1 bring
impacts for mulcuiurel education n Mouseas? This sudy was condusied by usng quaiEbe
mefhod fhroegh i-gapih eendaw, paDcpatied obsanvation ol Wokosen socialy and relaied
lerahia reviaw. The invastigation tound that "Fela” a5 8 culieal symbal in Mokicsss does nod
BECommModale mismicultural sockates in the presant dave conssting of verious afhnics e mbes 1ie
Chingsn, Aranlc, Spgness, Butoness, Jevanese, ahe becauce “Fala™ refafon anly accommadaies
inEganous paopla in Molleccas, &0 that the concapt of hrothernood 25 e culiural bass of “Pale”
s ol rapreRant mudcutural sockety. Buf F Sl prapenas tha cufural segregation. Tha
caninbuban of this shedy & that the "Pela’ concept has 1o e recorsinucisd 0 accommadats all
gthrics and fnbes in Moluccas to cordnautes fo mulboutbral educason

Kewonds: Conve, pels Reconsfmchon muhoulera’ salmabion

INTRODUCTION

Tha Indonesian society & & multicufhral scomty which consisss of various ethnics, tribes, refigion,
|language end others. Tha religion and athreoty aro bive espects in mukicuteal frame that should ke noted
beside political and sconomec interests from - differant society. The diversity united in the society provides
ream b mutual receplion &8 & cofechive conScousness

In the reality, ruficutueal gociety of nafian cannot sveld conflict, vielence, dicrimination,
domination and hegemonic of one cullure {o others becavse often the dominani culfure is Used as
Eenthmark ar regresentaion o ohers. For exampee, Amenca 88 8 demacrabe s1ate  alsn daakng with
domination of the whlses aganst the Macks in the pasl and Indanssia tual deals with cenflicts assaciatad
with rekgion and ethnic representation in deferminafion precess of “Pancasila® as the naticnal principle:
Those facls emphasize that mulfculiural phenomena are important things that need to be considerad by all
the seciety besalss af the very encerrous pofential of confiict, if il s not regulated property.

The Mallucan contexd is mulbculiural socety consisting of vanous religion, ethnie, languages and
cther. The Tact the Mallwsan mulbouliural condest i the past unlil foday could net avoid conflicl of inlemal
village, betwean willages, Tikes of Eland becomes unavoldable custom. However, the Mollucan ancestor
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_ strivad to creafa 2 form of Fadronal confict managemant called “peda’, which Iterally referred to &=
'_':. brathers. Traditionally “pela” that has binding fwo or more villages in the agreesment and osth o obey the
ot
= agreement In other words, peais has ransformed the confict between villages, sthrecity, religion, tibe into
o Lrathers comnective called as paia.

In Micllecan sociefy view, “peda” = a cullural production serving &2 Common Geod to preserve
mulftcutural condibors:. Moslems and Chrsban communibes §ee side by side in pela bonding
harmenioushy to be 3 sccml fact a5 a result of the pefa agreement, Cne social impact of such banding In
the school cartext is that students ara faught to do babk dogether Mnslam students de mutusl
cooperafion n Church and Chistiane in tha mosqua. However, 19895 conflict change the condition, The
“pala” povar cannet salva tha confict which causad the cnsis of bemandy in the Molucan socisty.

Durmng the conflet, Meslern and Chrstian Mallucan saciety Tought against sach obher although
they are brothers i pefe. Themefore, based on the aforementioned facts, thic paper aims io discuss the
recanstruchon concept of pels which kesps the mulbiculiural corfest sooieby and alsc cordrnbutes o
muficutural educaton, This reseach topc does not only consider reality of the Maollucan muticulura
sociely in e past when the encestars created &n aftempt 1o sabve the conthct Brouah pels agreement. but
e by look &l reality of the Mollucan saclaly at pressnt that consal of varous athndcilies and nbes sich
s Chinese, Arabic. Bugs, Buton, Java and others

Pala im the Past Mollucan Multiculfural Society

An scedemic discussion aboul pedas moslly vwalves sn understarding of nalurs or wordview of
Mollucan seciety. Discussion about pela means discussion aon cullure, Discusson on culure refers o
GEErlE viaw eaplan cullure in relalion 1o Symbol. [(Geerlz, 1973). Geertr said that

The Mardl and sssffwbc sspect of a given colfiers, the svafunted slsmanbe, hawe commanly been summed

i b the darm "athea' whils cognBue avaiental aspacts have baen designed by the e serld vies "Elhas

iz fhe tone, charactar, and qualty of Reviaws their Me, e monal and sesthetic shie and maod. itis the

undarlyireg atitiods loward Themsetves and e wodd that life Rellects World vew' is their picturs of the wary
things in shesd achialy ars, Feaews heir concepl of nature, of = of socely 0 conbans most
campreheravely Rovies ther ideas of ordaer.

f3 whet Seeriz describes ethos and wolldview are both very imporant in relation o culiure,
becapse cullure 8 created through ethos and womd view af sociefy, Just like “pefa®, ihe Mokiccan
anceskors created fhe pela concep! 1o promate the peace pianesred by sthos spint and wardd view o
change the situalion and chaos nto harmony. Caondlict and pala agreement sipnaled that confiict is
dengerous Thercfors, the pele concept is creafsd a5 a management concept and a selution of condiict to
create harmony for the Mollucan society

The pale corcapt rchcated a kind of brotherheod, Rubulesin (2005) sad that “pala |8 a form of
public afis, soclal system of cammen gosd ard common values in wider contex of e Maellucan socaly.
Ha sald that pala agreemant s athical code that ands the viBages. He assumes that pela agreement can
be & maodal to build reteiorships beteesn groups. retgions and others. He gave an exampls of pela
relatianshp batwaen passo country, a8 Christian vilage, and red stane as Muslms
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wilape ta describe cultural situafion &in Molucan. In peie terminology, vilages of different refigions live
harmaniously, hence lop Ruhulesin “pala” was understood as a badgs to conmect Mallusan sociaty whish
consist of people of different religions (Rubudesin, 2005]

Bartals said that pale's funclion & not only o maintain the Muslims anag Christisns relabonship in
eoonomic aspact but alse serves as rtual center that integrates Muslm and Chnstian as basio idemtity of
Mollugan society. Barbes, (31) Rubulesin (2008 emphaszes pela function es sgned to esplan e
ficdiucan soclety gwareness on harmony, equaitas problem ard human dignity. Inshorl be said thet pra
hes funcian to pravent confiicts and potental of humanitanan cnes occurad ndvidusly ard communEly
caurse of dimninatian and hagemsnic

Multicutturad Society In Mollucan Today

The multiculural context in Indonesia has atways shown the contestafion of religiovs idensty. For
b decades, refigion and ethres hes bacome two major ssues in =everal places in Indaneeia (Mas'aed,
2000, Dertrand, 2004, Mujiburabmen, 2008|. Confcls belween people of different elhnicity and religian
DCCUTed in some places (Liddke, TE9E Azra, 2002)

The Molucan society today consists of different tibes, ethnicibies, religions and languages that
come from vanous places. Therefors, the Mallecan seciety s not sivgle identity but multiidertity. There are
nsbrve and newcomers m Malula, Masve of Malulo m Ambon oty 15 Ambaness, Seramnes’ Saperua
Burunes. while Buler, Bugis, Makasar Chinese and Arable |8 corsidered as the newcomens, The
Mollucan mulicutiural conditon cause interfaith and inter-efwnic mariage, so Beir descendants inherk
double identity, Newcomers have confrbuied 2 kot in trade secior, and some have poitical righis o the
land and progerty. Palitically, newcomers have thair nghts in the Moluccan. However, they face culiurg
rghts [gsues, sines invebang them s corsidered as samething taboe &5 i i mentaned in pels agreement
and it= rriuals

The phenomeancn coours inall regan of Mallecan mcudng in Balumerah and Passa wllages. the
nawcomer sogisties & mentoned above, polincally they have powsr ovar the lend dus o the sale and
purchese rssactiors with the astive inhabitant. Howawer, due to the strang of native ard rewcomens
sligma then n the cultural evanl $sir role is only ae spectalons. Besed on the inkerdess with one af te
Motlucan conflict reseachers in 2014, Mollucan socety really like hsiical culiural product, Sa, 1L
difficuit to creale a cullwre that can accommodate all society levels + This & the man ohstacle for e
Molluzan snciaty ta resstablich tha bond of brotharhioad &= inthe pela valua.

The conflict cocured in 1993 irvolved all Mallucan society, bath natw'e and neswcomer. A5 a farm
of effart io solve the conflict, many parfies always resonaied pels appraach as an albernative of confiicl
recalution. The protlem s i = difficult o placa the newsomers i e framework of cenflick resclubion
besad on thi pels cufture, thue i e dificult to sccommodate all groups in socely.
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-— Reconstruction of the “Pela” Concept to Maintain Multicuiteral Society and Contribution to
—':' Multicuibural Education In the Mallucan Context

LYF

': The Molkcan mukicutural context and socigl reality which s ahways In confict snca 1958-2004
=

need more sftenfion. It s impatant to note that peda as social force that binds Molucan society in the past
and g= conflict mansgemant crestad by fie ancestars to mealve conflict nasds to be reviewed Basad on
the intendaws, It 18 found that mest of the Mollucan acclsty cenaldar peda a8 one pesslle solution that can
gobwir the confic. Takarla safd fat

Paim i shil ralavand to Rk about even sHl propesr 1o wen 55 Dass when discussing Ta post-confic

Mollucan problem: The probilem is how e gowemment and sooety understand the pela dse® and

Ui socisly siliaten. Mol gaek Do Credls & ey Tang anyimors gs Tie rulicufues vilags Peia da

nof seen as an ndrideal proskem, bt a commurity probiem, so thad each society of vanouws efhnic

and religsan enblies io be parl of the pela comeun ity even fesl haos itz

1 !I

!
|
1

The stafemerts above emphasizes that "pels 15 sbll i5 consdersd as one possible form of confict
management that involves many parties. If we see pels s slternaties for the corflict resclution in
Molluzan, It & necessarny to consider the MoBucsn muticulral context which consists of venous
ethnicitas, raligons, languages and culfures. We aeed & fnd e way to put ke saciely which has bean
regarded as “the Oibar® ar Lyan becames part of pela cammunity integrated with ether mhabitant wha sald
a5 o “ninkive"
The reconstructon process of pela reguires the presiss mechanism that can nvite the whole
wointy to perficipata in it Hebermas's thaary of active communicativa action can be usaed a5 & way o
encounber fha problem, which is by doing new conserses related to the pala agreament

T commuiicalive  Sclin speaker and hearsd asgure  Revews el simmedicall ane
inferchangestie. Hy enfenng il infer-pereoasl mighona g2 i the pemommatve stfifuda, fay
cammif theme saives o recogrizing aach afher as regpansibde eithfach sfsmmeincally capahbie or
arigning Revews thelr azfion fo valadily cams'fHatemmag, 1596 &7)

Hebermas' opinion shows thet the communicstion aspacts i1 consensus can become 3 media to
famitarze pecple with their identity and others. But the recogniton process of this identity ofien does not
take place, becpuse consersus s often aperating in the subjeci-object schema resulting the binary
cpposiiion bebween the slrang and the weak. In this contexd, the idendty will never mell but reman solid.

The indigenous inkabiant and rewsomar scheme is a binary oppasifon farm that ie oflen being
considered for Imvelving the name of “the others” in the pele society. Therefore a communicative actan is
neaced 1o bing everycna participates 1o ieke part in the process al achon or dalogue in the ey gecision
making ar new consensus. The space that i Habarmas language caled pudlic sphearg in an amaneg far
dizcourse #rat gave birth a concenses. Bawrdieou vse the term arena as place io being together the whale
of spoial eament fo fght for the symbolo capial that is cufheal can be used a5 common propery Henoe
he new consensus s fe cons of reconsinuchon process in which wliin it decuss the peld sccialy (dentity
that must be oriiczad,

4 The results of inserview with Mollucan prople vwhe ianital BT, Marer, 20106
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Tharelore, the socal epase or public ephere of the Molucan socety, Including Salimerah and
Paszo 2= an example of the pels refationship between twe villagss had to undergo reconstruction process
Fsockated with procaess of nvalving the cammunily or sociery, which is considaned “ihe others” nal part of
the mals community for invelving a5 paet of fe community. Understandng and gave meanng the oela as
managemant form and conflicts resclifian crested by the Moluiccas ancester for fuhers generabons
balieved snd undarstnod ae a cullure becames basls af the recenatructien process Tharefore, e
ecucalive pela value did not impact on the society segregation practices, but the educational vaue of peda
always accommodate every element of sociefy fram tme o time:

The post-confict Mallusan socalies wilh chaacterstica of mullsulbural society Decome challenge
and cbeiacle in effans to achieve democratic sociely, because in various Intarasts often make T Mauku
sociefy @t @ cunl saciely are frapmended and in mublual competiion each ather Varshney [2003) offers an
siernatve shap through & “coac angagement” or ciic relefions to promeis the paace The eppreach of ciae
ergagament mentoned by Varshnay as sibed by Abnal {2013 180-191 ) asscciated with: the impartance of
communication meda, social mstiubons for problem soluticn both formal and infarmad, the importance of
infegrated Social space. The nead for infegrabve social envianment that can alow interachcon across
rOupe In sociaty or what & known nothe social soences and poiticsl decourse a8 & theory of sacial
camtal,

Falg Isthe socla instibghon of Mollucen radislonal society a5 wall &5 social spaca hal became
the symbalic capdal o pramoets the peace as refllestion farm of the mulliculiral socisty. Themalare Pela
recanstructian effort is an alftempt to build the Molucan socal space integrating all socisty el=ments from
vanaus different of ethnic background, refigion, ethnidty, language and ihe other in form of cvic
engpameent thet 8 pele society. The pels community integrates 24 society eements become an
infegratve of secial envircnment. According to Pulnam argument aboul the sacial capital, & can be explain
by soclal emvironment that etegrateive has bendng and bndgng the ethnlc secal relafonship of
expandng (Futnam 2001). Borowing ta Putnam argument pela hat can be seen as the soclal capi=
farmed to bind and Bridge e ralabenship between ehnice and socisl grasps In the Molucan contest new
days, the relation hetween athnics and social groups created throwugh the reconstniction process of Pels
far the postcenfict of fe Mollucan seciety bacame a new dlermative ab malienng the conditors of
society mulbcullurel sssccated with efforl on crealing sense of peace. |t iz infisted by putling &l elements
of saciely n aquivalent positan

Pela Reconstruction Impact for Maliculiural Edwcation
Mufticuliuralism is an idea thal appears (o iletraie thad the society made up from various diverse
cuturas. but hawa the same gacial status. Faraly (2004 43} saad that
“Mulicubivaisme iz nol aboul diferencs and derdily, Dot sboll Feviews [hose s ans
ambedsad in and siesfaned by culfurs, st (s @ body of behels and pracilces [n B of ihe
wiich & gl of peopie fo understand Themestwes and Me wovd and orgamze ensws fhey
inaniaual and collective Wag
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Failery's apinion confirme that ine muftcultural soziety, the identry diffarences & nof &n Eswe ar a
mattar that should be dabeted. But the multiculturalism cancept appears give an understancing thae
prapka of different idenliifes can Foe harmoniously with mutual wnderstanding. In oitvar words, e
mubrcuturalism amargad a5 response to diversity In a sociaty (Karengga, 19497, Heywsood, 2002},

A effard o understand exmstence in fie public sphere cartext of Molucan society,  pels <6l has an
imzartani role. Pals as the pasl confbet mansgamaent as well 88 understeod a8 eulbure praduct eheuld

eEED)

serve &5 a share ground fer the Moducan sosiety, Howawer It sholld be done recorsiruction relkaed fo
eftart invating the entire mam-au arfity to be & part &3 well 3s recagnized &3 part of the pela agreement
Cahrles Tayor aaid thet culhire recagniton is &8 value hat & required fo implement the multiculuraiism
congapt, |mowhich each individuals, grevps Teated with respect and agual, Tayler (1994

i) said thet the mportance of cultursd recognition die be thae social fack in which our identities are
negetiated thraugh culbural confacts [dialcgue] wih ather people. Therefore, cuthural recagniian is very
imparand in order ta reject the deterioration of refations betwesn the exicling cullure, and give space far
each culture to shows its eestence slill survive amids the sacaty oo state life.

The cubural recognition and equality in the Molkican public sphers through “pefa” relationship
comiribivtes o multicuthurad ediscstion fhat emphasizes e aqualty aspect to all society amtisies. Cma
wolution offered by Taylor (1984} is aducafion. Through sducalion, ederyone is taught to wnderséand,
appreciate and respect edch mdividual, groups with different cutheal backgrounds upon the right eguality
Bf each paraon & human that hes dgnity and human Aghts (Parekh, 2008: 9. Reckefeler 1034 B3),

The muiticulural education in the Molucan cont=xt can be started from the discours= as well as
the peda practce ameng the Molucan society of dfferent etfinig, religoes, ehnic, nguistic and athers,
becomes a sfrangth of eynengy o build the post conflet in Malkices This can renimze statemeant “salf
aridd ather © or the tarm of master gnd elave that etrangthens e natve and rescomen sigras. Therslons
pefa reconstruclion o= an acive form of communicative aclion can gwe & new consensus fhal
szcommadales all elements of the saclal community becomes pesuasive force o build the Mollucas
Theretors the educaton sector became one arena of efforts to promote multicutural egucation besed on
loc-gl cuilfure.

The serings af muliiculiural educaan cumicalem became imgartan! 1o azply in schools theawgh
learnng pracess. The students ara faught in theary and practce fothengs of the peda cultura! based on tha
emgincal gata like pala thet has baen remnmm}rBTha demacratic, humanist vakies and tolerant will
become a farce to strengthen studesnts in =sgregated schools as a resull of the ideslogy and indoctinadion
based on relgious education curiculum, refersd to the dogmatic aspect Thesefore cuthee has an
imgortant role n buildng callective soidanity in the Maollucan scoiety, include the edwcation context in
Mofucan starting frem the ecorstruction procese of culbure (bself. By the recamstrushon process leeds bo
ascommodating a process in the ssting of multicutural edusation curticulum in school, so did not onby
speak at the philosophy theorstical leved, but on the praclical and emprical aspects
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CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Bazed on the discussion and analyss of pels concept as a form of contributon to mutbicubiunal
ecusation N Mollucan contest, wie can conclude that

I Pedais form of corflict managesent created by the Malucan ancestors n the pasd az farm al canflizl
resslution betwesn sthnicstes, tribss, religons and megonal. Tha peis process begins with esth hat
bnds pale communidy in & brafhenood called s peia brothar

1. The atherheod bosd in reladons with pefe has particulaist and exclusive character, therefara the
Brafhehacd ecncepd In peda nead fa ba receonsiructed In order fo sccammodale all elamants af
society. The Mollucan foday consssted of drverse ethniciias, religons, cufees and lanjuages n 2
brotharhacd kond betwasn e villages

[}

The peis reconstruchon process conters mulficutiural spnt that highly sppreciates the equality
among the society. Tharefore, the pele reconstruction concapt is applizeble form of muticutbaral
pducation model in $he Mollucan cortext which possibly gives some ideas for multicultural education

curricilum in public schoala:
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